
Cara Kelly, Ph.D. 
 
Cara Kelly is a Child Welfare Program Specialist with the Children’s Bureau in the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). Dr. Kelly oversees a diverse portfolio of both programmatic and research 
projects related to child welfare. To date, Dr. Kelly’s portfolio at the Children’s Bureau includes 
projects related to State and Tribal Title IVE Prevention Program implementation, the National 
Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS), State and Tribal child welfare technical 
assistance, and the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect. Prior to her current 
position, Dr. Kelly held social work and research positions at the Arizona Department of Child 
Safety, Phoenix Children’s Hospital, and Arizona State University. She holds a Masters and 
Ph.D. in Social Work both from Arizona State University. 


